
AP Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment

Select two works (novels or plays) from the “Suggested Works for AP Literature and Composition” list to read:

Copy and paste this link into your browser to access the list of  novels and plays.

DO NOT SELECT ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WORKS AS THEY MAY BE READ IN CLASS
DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR:

A Streetcar Named Desire
As I Lay Dying
Brave New World
Crime and Punishment
Death of  a Salesman

Dracula
Hamlet
Handmaid's Tale
Heart of  Darkness
Importance of  Being Earnest

Macbeth
Pride and Prejudice
The Sun Also Rises

PART I DIRECTIONS: Select one of  the open-ended FRQprompts below and compose a thoughtful,
thorough essay response for one of  the novels or dramas you read over the summer. Be sure to address each
aspect of  the prompt in your response and use apt and specific textual evidence to support your assertions.
Your response need not be error-free in terms of  composition or technical precision but should demonstrate
your ability to read perceptively and write with clarity and sophistication. Allow yourself  no more than 50
minutes to plan and compose your essay which must be hand-written in ink and on standard college-ruled
notebook paper. You may not use a copy of  the novel to assist you while writing your essay. Label your essay
with the corresponding prompt date.

1991. Many plays and novels use contrasting places (for example, two countries, two cities or towns, two
houses, or the land and the sea) to represent opposed forces or ideas that are central to the meaning of  the
work. Choose a novel or play that contrasts two such places. Write an essay explaining how the places differ,
what each place represents, and how their contrast contributes to the meaning of  the work.

1999. The eighteenth-century British novelist Laurence Sterne wrote, “No body, but he who has felt it, can
conceive what a plaguing thing it is to have a man’s mind torn asunder by two projects of  equal strength, both
obstinately pulling in a contrary direction at the same time.” From a novel or play choose a character (not
necessarily the protagonist) whose mind is pulled in conflicting directions by two compelling desires,
ambitions, obligations, or influences. Then, in a well-organized essay, identify each of  the two conflicting
forces and explain how this conflict with one character illuminates the meaning of  the work as a whole. You
may use one of  the novels or plays listed below or another novel or work of  similar literary quality.

2003. Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures -- national, regional, ethnic,
religious, institutional. Such collisions can call a character's sense of  identity into question. Select a novel or
play in which a character responds to such a cultural collision. Then write a well-organized essay in which you
describe the character's response and explain its relevance to the work as a whole.

PART II DIRECTIONS: Using the other novel or drama you read over the summer, choose a passage that
is several sentences in length (long enough, that is, to reveal the author's style). Retype the passage first, and
then analyze the author's diction, imagery, use of  figurative language, tone, or characterization, being sure to
comment on why what you are discussing is significant to the work as a whole. State the thematic connection
directly. This portion of  the assignmentMUST BE TYPED and should be no longer than one or two pages
in length.

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS DUE THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL. THE TYPED ASSIGNMENT WILL
BE TURNED IN THROUGH TURNITIN.COM.

https://kami.app/5vj-CCV-Z7y-42u

